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with St Dionysius of Paris in 250, had first preached the faith there,
founded that see, and governed it fifty years, as St Gregory of Tours
affirms. His successor, after the see had been several years vacant, was
St Litorius, upon whose death the people demanded St Martin for their
bishop. A stratagem was made use of to call him to the door of his
monastery to give his blessing to a sick person, and he was forcibly con-
veyed to Tours under a strong guard. Some of the neighbouring bishops,
who were called to assist at the election, urged that the meanness of his
dress and appearance, and his slovenly air, showed him to be unfit for such
a dignity. But such objections were commendations of the servant of God,
who was installed in the episcopal chair.

St Martin in this new dignity continued the same manner of life,
retaining the same humility of mind, austerity of life, and meanness of
dress.   He lived at first in a little cell near the church, but, not being able
to endure the interruption which he met with from the many visits he
there received, he retired to a monastery which he built two miles from the
city, which is the famous abbey of Marmoutier, the most ancient that now
subsists in France and belongs to the congregation of St Maur.    The
place was then a desert, inclosed by a high steep rock on one side and by
the river Loire on the other, and the entrance into it was only by one very
narrow passage.    The holy bishop had a cell built of wood;   several of
his monks had cells made in the same manner, but the greater part took
up their dwellings in narrow holes, which they dug in the side of the
rock;  one is still shown in which St Martin is said to have lodged for
some time.   He had here in a short time about fourscore monks; amongst
them no one had any distinct property;   no one was allowed to buy or
sell, as was the practice of the greater part of the monks with regard to
their work and sustenance.    No art or business was permitted amongst
them except that of writing, to which only the younger were deputed;
the more ancient attended to nothing else but to prayer and spiritual
functions.    Yery rarely any went out of his cell except to the oratory,
where they assembled at the hours of public prayer;   and they ate all
together in the evening, after the hour of the fast.   Wine was never afforded
to anyone unless sickness required it.    Most of them had garments of
camel's hair, that is, of coarse camlet, and it was esteemed a crime to wear
any soft clothing.    There were, nevertheless, many persons of quality
amongst them who had been educated in a tender and "delicate manner.
Many bishops were chosen out of this monastery;   for there was not a
city which did not desire to have a pastor who had been bred under the
discipline of St Martin.   The bishop himself was frequently employed in
visiting all the parts of his diocese.   Not far from his monastery stood a
chapel and an altar, erected by the concession of his predecessors over the
tomb of a pretended martyr.    The place was much reverenced by the